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WHAT STARTED AS A HOBBY
>BECAME A SERIOUS BUSINESS

The early 1990s saw the collapse of the Soviet Union, which provided 
Meriaura with new opportunities in marine transportation. New dry 
cargo vessels were bought, other companies (VG-Shipping and Per-
notrans) joined the group, and by the end of the decade, Meriaura 
had firmly established itself in the industry. Since then, both the fleet 
size and number of employees have been increasing rapidly. Today 
Meriaura Group specialises in marine transportation,  crew and ship 
management, producing and developing biofuels, designing ship 
concepts and environmental technology. Jussi Mälkiä is still in charge 
of the group, which employs more than 200 people with an annual 
turnover of about €55 million. Yet the company is still small in spirit, 
emphasizing close co-operation with customers, an informal struc-
ture and a hands-on attitude.

Jussi Mälkiä and his friends started the company in 
1986. The business was small and irregular at first, 
and the fleet consisted of only one tugboat.

1986
Meriaura Ltd. estab-
lished to support non-
commercial activities 
with a tugboat.

1993
Commercial activi-
ties commence by ice 
breaking, project and 
bulk cargo transpor-
tation by tugs and 
pontoons.

1996
The acquisition of the 
first dry cargo ship. 
VG-Shipping Ltd es-
tablished.

2001
Pernotrans Ltd. acquired 
and the company starts 
to provide logistics ser-
vices in shipbuilding and 
stevedoring. Fleet con-
sists of four dry cargo 
vessels and chartering 
department is growing.

2004
The company contin-
ues to grow rapidly by 
expanding the number 
of contract customers, 
acquiring new vessels 
and recruiting new 
staff.

2010
The group is mak-
ing large investments 
to renewable energy 
sector.

2012
Two newbuildings; 
offshore windfarm 
service vessel and 
‘Meri’ join the fleet. 
‘Aura’ is converted as 
a cable laying vessel 
for offshore wind-
farms.

2013-2015
Meriaura Group is get-
ting ready to face new 
environmental regula-
tion and is designing 
new sustainable ship 
concept.

>Our timeline

Chairman gets his hands dirty in the 
Antarctic

2016
Meriaura is celebrating 
30th year of operation 
and 2 newbuildings, 
energy efficient VG 
EcoCoasters join the 
fleet

> MERIAURA GROUP

VG-Shipping Ltd. is a ship management and ship owning company, and the 
parent company of Meriaura Ltd. Besides its own vessels, VG-Shipping is man-
aging the Finnish state owned research vessel Aranda, hydrographic vessels 
and dredging vessels. 

Aura Mare Ltd. provides administration services and human resources man-
agement for Meriaura Group and for other companies as well.

EcoPorts Finland Ltd. is a port operator in Tahkoluoto and in the private port 
of Eurajoki. EcoPorts Finland provides various cargo handling services for both 
import and export customers. We are able to handle all types of cargo from bulk 
to steel products to demanding project consignments.

Sybimar Ltd. has developed a closed circulation concept; a cutting-edge solu-
tion that uses and recycles waste, energy, heat, nutrients and carbon dioxide 
in energy and food production. We have made the whole production chain as 
carbon-neutral as possible. Other companies participating in the closed circula-
tion are Biolinja Ltd. that is producing bio gas,  and VG EcoFuel Ltd. producing 
biofuel from recycled oils or waste material. 

Meriaura Ltd is a Finnish shipping company 
specialising in demanding project cargo and 
transporting industrial bulk and raw materials for our 
customers. Meriaura Ltd is an affiliate of the Meriaura 
Group that is a growing provider of marine transport 
solutions, crew and technical management services, 
logistical solutions and environmental technology. 
Other affiliates in the group are VG-Shipping, Aura 
Mare, EcoPorts Finland and Sybimar. We operate 
from Turku, Southwest Finland.

2018
VG-Shipping and 
Gaiamare merger.
Meriaura operates a 
fleet of 20 vessels 
with an annual turno-
ver of about 50 M€



> INDUSTRIAL DRY BULK 

> Our services in a nutshell

• Dry industrial bulk 
• Special and project cargoes
• Project Freight Forwarding 
• Crew and ship management
• Engineering
• Ship agency
• Port handling services

Meriaura is a major carrier of dry industrial 
bulk and general cargo. Our fleet is 
suitable for transporting all types of dry 
cargo, including challenging special and 
breakbulk cargo. Our organization is 
ISO9001 certified. We will take care of your 
goods safely and efficiently.

Meriaura Ltd offers services to both 
long term and spot market customers. 
We value our contract customers 
and provide them with a long-term 
partnership,  a large fleet with dedicated 
ships, reliability and flexibility.  
Our adaptable and up-to-date fleet operates mainly 
in the Baltic and North Sea areas, but can also 
manoeuvre on a more global scale. All our ships 
are grain fitted, iceclassed and designed to operate 
safely in the harsh and difficult weather conditions 
of the Northern maritime region.

Our values

We value flexibility and cost efficiency in our business. We want our customers to save money and time by 
providing them with good, swift and professional customer-driven service. We strive for long-term partner-
ships and believe that constant innovation is beneficial for us all. We are continually improving our services 
and want our customers to be a part of this process. We believe that marine transportation can be managed 
in an environmentally sustainable way and according to the needs of the customer.

Our vision and future

Meriaura Group is a family owned business group with 
a vision to be in the frontline in developing sustainable 
shipping. We aim on keeping up the good work and 
growth that has been the hallmark throughout the 
company history.  We believe that growth must be based 
on environmentally sustainable solutions and therefore  
also future investments  will  focus on reducing  the overall 
impact on the environment. Further success can only be 
based on understanding customer needs and the ability to 
provide tailor made solutions for mutual benefit. 

> TAILORED SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR CARGO

> Our services 
 
• Agribulk (fertilizers, grain, feedstuff)
• Biofuels
• Recyclables
• Minerals
• Forest products and wood supply
• Steel products

>YOUR EXPERT IN 
MARINE TRANSPORTATION



> OFFSHORE OPERATIONS

Meriaura is a major transportation 
specialist within energy projects in 
North Europe and the Baltic Sea ar-
eas. We have successfully realized 
quite a number of shipments for 
wind turbine generators, and other 
power plant components. 

> PROJECT LOGISTICS

Project logistics is part of our core 
business. Tailored solutions are served 
as a different kind of combinations such 
as pre-carriage, sea transport by vessel 
or barge, port handling in loading and 
discharging ports, terminal and cargo 
handling, warehousing, transhipments 
and on-carriage to destination.

Direct road and rail transport is naturally offered as well 
as only some part of the delivery chain.The goal is to cre-
ate cost-effective delivery chain controlled by Meriaura 
which saves time and money and guarantees timely de-
livery. 

> Our Services
• Total solutions door-to-door as all 
modes of transport

> Our services 
• Power plant equipment
• Diesel engines
• Wind turbines
• Offshore wind farm foundations
• Propulsion systems
• Oil and gas industry equipment
• Heavy machinery
• Cranes and other port equipment

> Wind power projects
Our open deck and heavy cargo carrier M/V Aura and M/V 
Meri have participated in demanding offshore wind instal-
lation projects, supplying monopiles and transition pieces 
for various large offshore wind farm projects such as Sher-
ingham Shoal and Walney OWF. We are dedicated to pro-
vide reliable and quality logistics and operations for the 
energy industry, both on land and at sea. 

m/v Aura worked as a cable laying vessel 2012-2016 

Our in-house engineering services are available for any 
project cargoes. Our core services include calculating 
and preparing stowage plans, as well as stability calcula-
tions and survey reports. Transport Manuals are provid-
ed to all projects according to the project requirements.

> In-house engineering



VG-SHIPPING LTD.
>MANAGING YOUR SHIPS WITH CARE

VG-Shipping Ltd is a Finnish ship manage-
ment company. We provide professional 
services in crew management, safety sys-
tems and technical management. Manag-
ing ships efficiently and safely is our mission. 
Our organization is ISO9001-certified.

We believe in flexibility and providing good service for our 
customers. Our personnel are on call 24/7 and they are 
ready to be of assistance to you at any time. VG-Shipping 
employs about 130 experienced professionals. Our offices 
are located at the port of Turku, in Southwest Finland.

• Overall ship management; crewing, technical and safety management
• Crewing and recruiting services
• Creating and maintaining of safety management systems
• Technical services
• Vessels’ technical management
• Dockings
• Project management
• Supervision of newbuildings
• Purchase and delivery services
• Financial services
• Consultancy services

> Our services

ECOPORTS FINLAND LTD.
>PORT OPERATOR SPECIALIZED IN BULK CARGOS

EcoPorts Finland is a port operator providing various cargo handling services 
in the ports of Eurajoki and Tahkoluoto. Private port of Eurajoki is an effective, 
flexible and economical port for both import and export, able to handle all 
manner of cargo from bulk products to project cargoes. Our business has been 
in steady growth and in 2017 we expanded operations to Tahkoluoto. 

>Effective
Eurajoki has excellent transport connections by both land 
and sea. Situated approx. 20 km North of Rauma, it is easy to 
reach by road. The sea route connecting Eurajoki to the Gulf 
of Bothnia and open seas is only 4 miles along a six-meter 
deep channel - warm condensation water from nearby Olki-
luoto Power Plant makes it possible for both the route and 
the port to be open untill late autumn and early in the year.

>Flexible
At Eurajoki we are equipped to handle cargos of all kinds and 
sizes. We can provide you with an all-in-one package - from 
sea transportation, storage and stevedoring to clearance - or 
tailor our services to suit your needs. The port operates in 
two shifts, 6 days per week. Working during the night and on 
sundays is also possible by agreement.

>Economical
At Eurajoki, there will be no surprises - we ensure that you 
know in advance what the cost of our services will be. Our 
goods fees are economical compared to municipal ports, as 
are port fees for vessels.

Read more at    www.ecoports.fi

We handle approx. 300.000 tons of goods 
annually, mostly recycled materials and 
raw material for industry. 



>SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Climate change and the global state of 
the environment have shown that we 
require an immediate change in our day-
to-day practices globally. Environmental 
issues need to be taken into account 
in all activities. Energy production 
must be generated from more reliable, 
sustainable and less hazardous sources, 
whilst total energy consumption must 
be minimized whenever possible.

Meriaura Group operates in a number of renewable energy and energy efficiency-related projects both 
on land and offshore. We have also set tough targets to increase the use of renewable energy and de-
crease carbon dioxide emissions in our own actions. Developing and implementing of new sustainable 
forms of energy are one of our ambitions. We are on the right way, but much remains to be done.

>Own biofuel production
Residues based biofuels are one of the most sustainable sources of 
energy for shipping in the near future.  The raw material for the biofuel 
comes from industry side streams, and therefore is not competing 
against food production.  VG EcoFuel, part of Meriaura Group, is 
producing bio oils in its own plant in Uusikaupunki, Finland. 

>Creative R&D 
VG EcoCoaster is a combination of several different 
technical and operational factors. EcoCoaster is the first 
ship in the world combining:
• Bio fuel
• Hull optimization for slow steaming
• Engines optimized for slow steaming
• Low consumption in all machinery

Meriaura and its partners have developed a ship concept, VG EcoCoasterTM, combining slow steaming 
business model, technical pioneering and use of waste based biofuels. The concept contributes to 
decarbonisation and reduction of emissions. VG EcoCoasters halve the fuel consumption compared to 
a conventional vessel of similar size and type, as well as complies with or exceed all the international 
environmental regulations in place. This means following the regulations on emissions of sulphur oxides 
and nitrogen oxides, ship’s discharges into water, solid waste and ballast water. In 2016  two  EcoCoasters 
joined the Meriaura fleet.

VG EcoCoasterTM 
>New ecological ship concept for the Northern areas

Sybimar Ltd, part of Meriaura Group, has developed 
a bioenergy solution based on closed circulation 
where waste, heat, energy, nutrients and CO2 are 
used and recycled back to the energy and food 
production. 
We have made the energy and food chain as carbon neutral as possi-
ble. Our pilot park in Uusikaupunki is in function since 2014.

Closed circulation concept  
> Nothing is wasted, everything is utilized

Closed Circulation Bio Production Park is producing:
• Food(fish and vegetables)
• Biogas 
• Bio oil
• Electricity 
• Heat
• Nutrients for growth

> Route optimizing with an IoT-solution

>CO2 emissions followed more carefully
 
We want to track our emissions, and in 2018 introduce CO2-
emissions reports for our customers. With Fleetrange we calcu-
late emissions for each voayge performed. We report transport 
emissions per unit shipped, and compare sea transport with 
different modes of transport. CO2 reports will be part of our 
standardized quality management. Our customers can further 
use the reports for their own purposes. We believe that eco-
efficiency and customer satisfaction are mutually supportive 
goals. 

In 2017 we introduced Fleetrange, a new cloud and 
IoT-techology based program for connecting and visu-
alizing our fleet in real-time. Fleetrange combines i.e. 
geographic information of our ships with digitalized 
route planning, which improves chartering and oper-
ating efficiency of our fleet. 
 
We are operating in the highly dynamic Baltic Spot-
market where voyages are short and changes fre-
quent. With Fleetrange we optimize voyage planning, 
minimize ballast voyages and improve our energy ef-
ficiency. Meriaura participated in the development of 
Fleeetrange as a pilot project.



> CONTACTS 

Our personnel are ready to provide you with 
top-quality service. We share an office with 
other affiliates of the Meriaura Group. Our 
joint office is open five days a week during 
regular office hours. We also have a 24/7-call 
service dealing with all matters concerning 
our ships at sea. If you have any questions 
regarding marine transportation, do not 
hesitate to contact us.  We are here to serve you.

Our joint office is located at 
Turku harbor

Meriaura Group
Linnankatu 88
FIN-20100 Turku
Phone +358 (0)2 2111 600
Fax +358 (0)2 2111 666

Meriaura Ltd.
Dry cargo sales:  
chartering@meriaura.fi
Project sales:  
projects@meriaura.fi
www.meriaura.fi

Aura Mare Ltd.
www.auramare.fi

VG-Shipping Ltd.
www.vg-shipping.fi

EcoPorts Finland Ltd.
www.ecoports.fi

Sybimar Ltd.
www.sybimar.fi 


